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HIGHLIGHTS

Frozen conflicts of the European Eastern neighbourhood
Policy Department for External Relations April 2016
Protecting human rights in territories affected by frozen conflicts remains =]k [=]
problematic. The access to justice is limited as the regimes favour security 3

interests. The DROI study reviews the human rights situation in the ‘frozen conflict’
areas of the EU'’s Eastern neighbourhood - Crimea, Transnistria, Abkhazia, South .
Ossetia and Nagorno-Karabakh. The focus is on the access to the justice system and on the
ability of the de jure or de facto authorities to administer justice.

Implementation of the ambient air quality directive

Pollcy Department for Economic, Scientific and Quality of Life Policies April 2016
Ji The ambient air quality directive sets thresholds for pollutants in ambient air to E E

protect human health and the environment. Thresholds are however exceeded *

in several MS. This ENVI study analyses air pollution hotspots in Europe and

infringement procedures launched by the European Commission against =

Member States in non-compliance. In addition, four hotspots are studied in more detail with

respect to pollutant levels and approaches to air quality improvement.

The role of the CAP in creating rural jobs

Policy Department for Structural and Cohesion Policies April 2016
When discussing the findings this AGRI study concludes that the CAP supports [w] %% =]
the survival of small scale farms and contributes to sustain and develop rural
economies. Statistical figures show that as a general trend the agricultural labour =
decreased all over Europe as well as the number of farm holdings. However, the =1, :
employment rate in rural areas did not necessarily diminish, which hints to the fact that
diversification of the rural economy helped maintain jobs in the region.

Adoption without consent - update 2016
Policy Department for Citizens’ Rights and Constitutional Affairs May 2016

In order to protect children from abuse, neglect and to guarantee their rights, =5 =]
laws and courts dispense with parental consent for adoption in specific ::
circumstances. The 2016 study for PETI updates and reviews a previous study on
the law and practice in England in relation to adoption without parental consent :
and child protection proceedings, in comparison to other jurisdictions within the EU. It
concludes that few jurisdictions seem to use this power as much as English authorities do.

Promotional Banks and management of SME financial instruments

Policy Department for Budgetary Affairs April 2016
This BUDG paper examines the role played by National Promotional Banks and Of10

Regional Promotional Banksinimplementing EU SME financialinstrumentsacross

EU-28. The focus is on instruments implemented under shared management, =

as well as on those implemented under direct management by the European [=]

Commission and indirect management by the EIB and the EIF on behalf of the EC.
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