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Conference on the Future of Europe



3 in 4 respondents agree that the Conference on the future of
Europe would be a step forward for democracy in the EU.

QA6.2 To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements about the
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Conference on the future of Europe:
The Conference would reprensent significant progress for democracy
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There is a desire for «ordinary citizens» to be actively involved,
as well as young people, national governments and experts.

QA5 Who do you think should be actively involved in the Conference on the Future of Europe?
(MULTIPLE ANSWERS POSSIBLE)
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YOUNG PEOPLE
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NATIONAL GOVERNMENTS
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w
=

NATIONAL PARLIAMENTS

w
o

REGIONAL AND LOCAL PUBLIC AUTHORITIES

N
O

CONSUMER ORGANISATIONS

CIVIL SOCIETY ASSOCIATIONS, SUCH AS COMMUNITY-BASED
ORGANISATIONS, NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANISATIONS,
FAITH-BASED ORGANISATIONS

TRADE UNIONS

N
]

N
(%3]

BUSINESS ORGANISATIONS

JOURNALISTS

CELEBRITIES, ACTORS, ARTISTS, SPORTSMEN
AND SPORTSWOMEN

OTHER (SPONTANEOUS)

O I
= =
o o]

DON'T KNOW

|
N



The most given answer varies between countries: «ordinary citizens»
is first in 10 Member States, young people in 8 Member States. This
includes Germany, where both items are equally most mentioned.

QA5 Who do you think should be actively involved in the Conference on the Future of Europe?
(MULTIPLE ANSWERS POSSIBLE)
(% - THE MOST MENTIONED ANSWER BY COUNTRY)
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Half of respondents say they would be willing to take part in the
activities linked to the Conference on the future of Europe.

QA7 Would you personally be willing to take part, as a citizen, in the activities of the
Conference on the Future of Europe?
(% - EVU)
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2
Citizens’ voice in the EU



«Voting in European elections>» is seen as the main way of making
sure one’s voice is heard by decision-makers at EU level, way above
all other items.

QA2 Which of the following do you think are the best ways of ensuring your voice is heard by decision-makers at EU level?
(MAX. 3 ANSWERS)

(% - EU)
60

o
-
o
)
o
w
S
o
o
Ul
)

VOTING IN EUROPEAN ELECTIONS
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VOTING IN OTHER ELECTIONS

SIGNING A PETITION

TAKING PART IN EVENTS SUCH AS CITIZENS' DEBATES,
CITIZENS' ASSEMBLIES, ETC.

JOINING A DEMONSTRATION
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JOINING OR SUPPORTING A POLITICAL PARTY

GOING ON STRIKE

JOINING OR SUPPORTING A CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANISATION,
SUCH AS A NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANISATION
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TAKING PART IN EUROPEAN ONLINE CONSULTATIONS
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«Voting in European elections>» gets higher scores in Northern parts
of Europe.

SEEm pgg7 QA2 Which of the following do you think are the best ways of ensuring your voice is heard by
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55% of Europeans now ‘totally agree’ that «the voice of EU
citizens should be more taken into account for decisions relating
to the future of Europe».

QA4.1 Please tell me to what extent you agree or disagree with each of the following statements.
EU citizens' voice should be more taken into account for decisions relating to the future of Europe
(% - EU)
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27% of Europeans are in favour of the EU as it has been realised so far,
while 45% are also in favour of the EU, but not the way it has been
realised until now. 21% are rather sceptical, but could change their
opinion. 5% are opposed to the idea of the European Union in general.

QA29 Which of the following statements regarding the European Union is closest to your opinion?
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3
Future of Europe



6 in 10 Europeans agree that «the Coronavirus crisis» has made
them «reflect on the future of the EU>».

39%

QA14 The Coronavirus crisis made you reflect on the future of the European Union:
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In all but 4 Member States, a majority agree that the Coronavirus crisis
has made them reflect on the future of the EU.
The highest proportions are in Italy, Hungary, Luxembourg and
Belgium.

QA14 The Coronavirus crisis made you reflect on the future of the European Union: (%)
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«Comparable living standards>» and «stronger solidarity among EU
Member States» are seen as the two most helpful things for the
future of Europe.

QA18 Which two of the following would you consider to be most helpful for the future of Europe? (MAX. 2 ANSWERS)
(% - EU)
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COMPARABLE LIVING STANDARDS 35

STRONGER SOLIDARITY AMONG THE EU MEMBER STATES 30
A COMMON HEALTH POLICY
COMPARABLE EDUCATION STANDARDS
ENERGY INDEPENDENCE

DEEPER ECONOMIC INTEGRATION

A STRONGER INDUSTRIAL CAPACITY

A COMMON ARMY

THE INTRODUCTION OF THE EURO IN ALL EU COUNTRIES
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«Comparable living standards>» is the most given answer in
15 Member States; «Stronger solidarity between EU Member
States» in 11. Both items are equally most mentioned in

Greece.

QA18 Which two of the following would you consider to be most helpful for the future of Europe? (MAX. 2
ANSWERS)
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In 6 Member States, at least half cite «comparable living
standards» as being the most helpful for the future of Europe,
highest in Bulgaria. In 3 Member States, less than a quarter say
this, lowest in Finland.

BG mm I 61 QA18 Which two of the following would you consider to be most helpful for the future of Europe?
. — (MAX. 2 ANSWERS)
o : — (% - COMPARABLE LIVING STANDARDS)

pTEl M 51
S Ganl W51
SK g 50
PL puu N 46
HR mim [ 46
M 44
M 40
M 39
I 37
37
I 36
M 36
M 36
M 35
M 35
NL o [ 32
FREE w32
BEII 30 Map Legend

ENN ™29 pmm s0-100
HU 20 M 37-49
SES® qmos M 30-36

)
[®]

|

-

I R

=

m »
S o3

c
N~ O
im

L = 27 0-29
ol | | 21
DK mmm 20 -,

Fl 18



4
EU’s assets and challenges



The EU’s main assets are: «respect for democracy, human rights
and the rule of law» and «the economic, industrial and trading

power of the EU».

QA1L0T In your opinion, what are the main assets of the EU? Firstly? And then? (MAX. 2 ANSWERS)
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THE EU'S RESPECT FOR DEMOCRACY, HUMAN RIGHTS
AND THE RULE OF LAW

THE ECONOMIC, INDUSTRIAL AND
TRADING POWER OF THE EU

THE GOOD RELATIONSHIP AND SOLIDARITY
BETWEEN THE EU'S MEMBER STATES
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THE STANDARD OF LIVING OF EU CITIZENS 23

THE EU'S ABILITY TO PROMOTE PEACE AND DEMOCRACY
OUTSIDE ITS BORDERS

THE SOCIAL PROTECTION SYSTEMS IN THE MEMBER STATES

THE EU'S COMMITMENT TO ENVIRONMENTAL RESPONSIBILITY

THE EU'S CAPACITY FOR RESEARCH AND INNOVATION

THE QUALITY OF INFRASTRUCTURE IN THE EU

THE SKILLS AND TALENTS OF EU CITIZENS
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The «EU’s respect for democracy, human rights and the rule
of law>» is the most mentioned answer in 14 Member States.
«The economic, industrial and trade power of the EU» comes
first in 9 Member States. In Belgium and Italy both items
come first.

QA10T In your opinion, what are the main assets of the EU? Firstly? And then? (MAX. 2 ANSWERS)
(% - THE MOST MENTIONED ANSWER BY COUNTRY)
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There is wide variation in the proportion that see «respect for
democracy, human rights and the rule of law>» as one of the EU’s
main assets, from more than half in Sweden to less than a fifth in
Slovakia and Spain.
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«Climate change and environmental issues»
is seen as the biggest challenge for the future of the EU,
followed by «terrorism», «risks related to health» and
«forced migration and displacement».

QA12 Which of the following do you think are the main global challenges for the future of the EU? (MAX. 3 ANSWERS)
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CLIMATE CHANGE AND ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 45

TERRORISM 38

RISKS RELATED TO HEALTH 37

FORCED MIGRATION AND DISPLACEMENT
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ORGANISED CRIME 19

BREAKDOWN IN GLOBAL RELATIONS BETWEEN COUNTRIES 18

FURTHER RISE OF POPULISM 17

CYBER WAR AND NEW FORMS OF CONFLICTS 13

RAPID CHANGES IN OUR POPULATIONS 12

RISKS ARISING FROM NEW TECHNOLOGIES 11

DECLINE OF THE SHARE OF THE EUROPEAN POPULATION
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«Climate change» is the most given answer in 11 Member
States; «terrorism» is the most mentioned answer in another 7
Member States (both items equally first in Finland and Slovenia),
while «risks related to health» comes first in 9.

QA12 Which of the following do you think are the main global challenges for the future of the EU? (MAX. 3
ANSWERS)
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In 7 Member States, more than half say «climate change and
environmental issues» is one of the EU’s main challenges,
highest in Sweden. In 5 Member States less than a third say this.
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METHODOLOGY

Fieldwork: 22/10 — 20/11/2020; EB Wave 94.1
Population: aged 15+
Coverage: 27 EU Member States

Method: face-to-face interviews and alternative interview modes (online) where face-
to-face interviews were not possible because of the Coronavirus pandemic

Number of interviews: 27 034

Survey requested by the European Commission (DG COMM.A3) and the European
Parliament (DG COMM/POMU)



European

European Parliament

Commission



